COURAGE IN JOURNALISM AWARD
NOMINEES FOR 2018
This document profiles the 70 journalists killed in the course of
doing their job between July 2017 and September 2018.

COURAGE IN JOURNALISM AWARD
NOMINEES FOR 2018
1. Abadullah Hananzai
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Hananzai was a video journalist for RFE/RL’s Radio Azadi (Radio Free
Afghanistan). Hananzai was killed on April 30th 2018 in Kabul, Afghanistan.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media
worker and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities.
Islamic State issued an online statement the same day of the attack
claiming responsibility.
Hananzai most notably reported on drug addiction and the Interior
Ministry’s attempts to crackdown on narcotics trafficking out of
Afghanistan in a project called ‘Caravan of Poison.’
Whilst travelling around the country visiting the sites affected by suicide
bombings, Hananzai acted as both a journalist and a humanitarian worker.
During his career he had worked for Kabul News, Zhwandoon TV and the
Educational and Cultural Centre for Afghan Women. Hananzai had
recently graduated from Kabul University with a degree in Persian
Literature. At the time of his death he was 26 years old.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Ali Saleemi, Marshall TV (#5)
Ghazi Rasuli, 1TV (#12)
Maharram Durrani, RFE/RL (#19)
Nowruz Ali Rajabi, 1TV (#22)
Sabawoon Kakar, RFE/RL (#26)
Saleem Talash, Marshall TV (#27)
Shah Marai, Agence France-Press (#32)
Yar Mohammad Tokhi, Tolo News (#37)

https://www.cjr.org/special_report/afghanistan_murdered_journalists_kabul_blast.php/%20
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-43961380
https://www.rferl.org/a/slain-young-journalists-saw-rfe-rl-as-a-way-to-make-afghanistan-a-better-place-/29200936.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/30/kabul-explosions-hit-city-centre-attack
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2. Abdullahi Osman Moalim
Country of origin: Somalia
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Beldeweyne, Somalia)

Moalim was a broadcast reporter for Jubbaland TV and Radio Codka
Hiiraan in Beldeweyne, Somalia. Moalim died on 13th September 2017 as a
result of head injuries sustained during a suicide bomb attack on the 10th
September in a café in Beldeweyne. The jihadist group, Al Shabaab,
claimed responsibility for the attack.
The café, located next to the regional governor’s office, was a popular
meeting place among journalists and politicians. Moalim had been waiting
with other journalists to attend a press conference in the governor’s
office.
At the time, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) was informed that
ministers did not believe journalists were the intended target. However,
according to research undertaken by the CPJ, Al-Shabaab has long
considered journalists as servants of the Somali government and targeted
venues where they congregate.
Media reports following the attack indicated that at least three people
were killed and 10 injured following the incident. Among those injured
were two other journalists who also worked for Radio Codka Hiiraan, Abdi
Shakur Mohamed Hassan and Abdulkadir Omar Ibrahim.

https://cpj.org/data/people/abdullahi-osman-moalim/index.php
https://ipi.media/abdullahi-osman-moalim-somalia/
http://www.africanews.com/2017/09/14/somali-journalist-dies-from-injuries-after-al-shabaab-suicide-bomb-attack//
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3.

Ahmad Abu Hussein
Country of origin: Palestine
Circumstances: Shot whilst covering a protest (Gaza)
Hussein was a Palestinian photojournalist who died on 25th April 2018
following injures sustained on 13th April. Hussein had been covering a
protest along the Gaza-Israel border for Gaza’s Voice of the People radio
station.
Amateur video taken at the scene showed Hussein had been wearing a
protective vest marked ‘press’ and a helmet marked ‘TV’ when he
sustained a bullet wound to his abdomen. The footage was broadcast
widely and Hussein’s death became a talking point around the world.
Media sources following the incident suggest he was shot by Israeli forces.
He was taken in critical condition to the Indonesian Hospital in Jabalia for
treatment and on the 15th April. On the 19th April, he was taken to the Tel
Hashomer Hospital in the Israeli city of Ramat Gan, east of Tel Aviv where
he died six days later.
Hussein had worked for the radio station for three years.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/04/journalist-covering-gaza-rally-killed-israeli-forces-180425163003132.html
https://www.middleeasteye.net/ahmad-abu-hussein-gaza-journalist-killed-israeli-army-march-return
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/palestinian-journalist-dead-shot-ahmad-abu-hussein-israel-gazapalestine-a8323216.html

COURAGE IN JOURNALISM AWARD
NOMINEES FOR 2018
4. Alicia Díaz González
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Found dead in her home (Monterrey, Mexico)
González, a reporter for El Financiero, was found dead in her home with
stab wounds on the 25th May 25 2018.
According to reports, González was found by her children who had been in
the house but had not heard any noise. She had been severely beaten in
the attack.
According to the Attorney General’s office, González who was “known to
have worked as a journalist in the area of finance and business, was found
inside her house at around 10:00 am by her children, who were resting on
the second floor but didn't know the incident had taken place.”
Mexico’s National Commission for Human Rights has called on the
government of the state of Nuevo Leon to protect González family and
urged to the Attorney General’s office to launch an investigation “to
determine the responsibility for the crime and analyse the link to her work
as a journalist.”
Former Colleagues of González said that she reported on local business
issues, not considered ‘sensitive’. She was 52 years old at the time of her
death.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/05/alicia-diaz-gonzalez-journalist-killed-2018-180525084831993.html
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Journalist-Found-Dead-in-Northern-Mexico-Fifth-Murdered-in-2018--201805250006.html
http://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/safety/article/alicia-diazgonzalez.html?tx_wbmap_list%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_wbmap_list%5Bcontroller%5D=Item&cHash=840c943d8c76047485ed9
e134fffbb1a
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5. Ali Saleemi
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Saleemi was a journalist for Mashal TV and was killed in the second blast
of a double suicide bomb attack on the 30th April 2018 in Kabul.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media
worker and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities.
Islamic State issued an online statement the same day of the attack
claiming responsibility.
Saleemi had recently started his role as broadcast reporter and camera
operator a week prior to his death. He was 19 years old at the time of his
death.
According to the Associated Press, the incident injured at least 45 people,
killing 25, 9 of whom worked for the press.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Abadullah Hananzai, RFE/RL (#1)
Ghazi Rasuli, 1TV (#12)
Maharram Durrani, RFE/RL (#19)
Nowruz Ali Rajabi, 1TV (#22)
Sabawoon Kakar, RFE/RL (#26)
Saleem Talash, Marshall TV (#27)
Shah Marai, Agence France-Press (#32)
Yar Mohammad Tokhi, Tolo News (#37)

https://www.cjr.org/special_report/afghanistan_murdered_journalists_kabul_blast.php/#tokhi
https://rsf.org/en/news/afghanistan-least-9-journalists-killed-6-wounded-kabul-blasts
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/04/30/asia/afghanistan-kabul-blasts-intl/index.html
https://www.apnews.com/d80de03712f3400ab31b5d28ef3ec3ab/Double-Kabul-suicide-bombing-kills-25,-including-journalists

COURAGE IN JOURNALISM AWARD
NOMINEES FOR 2018
6. Arkan Sharifi
Country of origin: Iraq
Circumstances: Stabbed (Daquq, Iraq)
In the early hours of 30th October 2017, at least six masked men in
military dress forced their way into Sharifi’s home in Daquq. His wife
and children were locked in a side room as Sharifi was attacked and
killed. An examination following his death revealed more than 40
stab wounds on his body.
Following the incident, Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
authorities have stated that Sharifi's murder was committed by
members of the Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), the statesponsored umbrella organisation comprised of approximately 50
paramilitary groups.
Sharifi worked as a part time cameraman for Kurdistan TV for
thirteen years, has been affiliated with the Kurdistan Democratic
Party, and had been covering clashes between Peshmerga forces
and the PMF. Sharifi was also the principal of Eftakhar high school.
Despite demands to establish a proper investigation into Sharifi’s
death and make its results public, no further progress has been
made following his murder.
Sharifi was 54 years old at the time of his death, he is survived by his
wife and three children.

http://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/301020172
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/11/02/iraq-investigate-killing-school-principal-cameraman
https://en.unesco.org/news/director-general-condemns-assassination-journalist-arkan-sharifi-iraq
https://cpj.org/data/people/arkan-sharifi/index.php
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7. Carlos Domínguez Rodríguez
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Stabbed (Tamaulipas, Mexico)

Domínguez was a veteran freelancer columnist and commentator who wrote
for newspapers in Tamaulipas, Mexico. On the 13th January 2018 Domínguez
was driving through the city of Nuevo Laredo in Tamaulipas state. When he
stopped at a traffic light he was approached by two unknown masked
assailants, dragged from his vehicle and stabbed twenty one times.
A committed reporter and columnist for the Noreste Digital and Horizonte de
Matamoros news websites, Domínguez was recognised for his independence
and ongoing critique of local authorities, political corruption and organised
crime. Colleagues believe this may have given motive for his attack.
In a press conference on the 28th March 2018, Tamaulipas state attorney
general Irving Barrios told the media that investigators had concluded
Domínguez death was related to his work as a reporter and was considered a
targeted attack. At this time, investigators did not believe there was any link
between the murder and organised crime.
Tamaulipas has been referred to at a ‘silence zone,’ due to the influence of
organised crime and cartel-warfare on media freedom. As one of the states
where organised crime exercises the most violence against the media,
publications and media outlets have been seen to avoid reporting on crime to
protect their journalists or releasing reports omitting core details.
The investigation into Domínguez death is ongoing. Earlier this year a two
million peso ($100,000) award was announced for anyone who has
information on the murder, but there have been no significant developments.

https://cpj.org/data/people/carlos-dominguez-rodriguez/index.php
https://rsf.org/en/news/journalist-slain-nuevo-laredo-first-year-mexico
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/14/journalist-killed-violent-border-city-mexico-carlos-dominguez
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8. Christopher Allen
Country of origin: America
Circumstances: Shot (Kaya, Sudan)

Allen, a freelance British/American journalist, was killed in the southern
border town of Kaya, Sudan on the 26th August 2017 in the early hours of a
rebel offensive.
Allen was embedded with a unit of the SPLA-IO rebel group when he was
killed by a bullet to the head during a firefight between government forces
and rebels near the Ugandan border. A total of five gunshot wounds were
later found in his body. There are conflicting reports surrounding the event
and it is unclear as to whether Allen had been wearing a ‘press’ jacket
identifying his role at the time of the attack. It is believed that the South
Sudanese government were responsible for firing the fatal shot.
Throughout South Sudan’s most recent conflict, the risk levels posed to
foreign correspondents has risen steadily. It is thought that Allen had been
targeted on account of hostile reporting, evidence also suggests he may
have been shot to deliver a threat to other journalists in the region.
Following the fatality, information minister Michael Makuei Lueth
commented that Allen had previously been denied entry to the country and
had entered South Sudan illegally, labelling Allen a "white rebel". At this
time, there are no plans from government officials to investigate his death.
The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) denies that Allen was helping the
rebels and noted that international law affords journalists the same
protection as civilians in conflict zones. As such, the CPJ have called for an
independent investigation into the circumstances of his death.
A graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and Leiden University in the
Netherlands, Allen dedicated himself to covering what he felt were invisible
wars. His work was published by outlets including the BBC, Vice, The
Telegraph, and Al-Jazeera.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/08/30/reporters-group-calls-investigation-us-journalist-killed-south/
https://www.voanews.com/a/parents-of-us-journalist-killed-in-south-sudan-devastated/4006631.html
https://cpj.org/data/people/christopher-allen/index.php
https://www.theinvestigativefund.org/investigation/2018/03/15/us-journalist-killed-south-sudan-quest-answers/
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9. Christopher Iban Lozada
Country of origin: Philippines
Circumstances: Shot (Bislig, Philippines)
Lozada worked as a radio broadcaster for the privately owner DBXF Prime
Broadcasting Network in southern Philippines. Lozada was known for hosting
the public affairs show “Kuskos Batikos” and held the role of vice president of
Bislig City’s media association.
On the 24th October 2017 Lozada was ambushed on his drive home and shot
by an unidentified gunman. He was shot multiple times in the chest and was
declared dead at the scene.
Prior to the incident, Lozada had had received multiple threats via SMS,
several of which he posted on his Facebook page. These included threats from
Bislig City Mayor Librado Navarro telling him, "to leave Bislig if you do not
want to die". Agence France-Presse reported that Lozada had filed reports
about the threats he received from Navarro with the presidential task force in
October.
According to The National Union of Journalists of the Philippines (NUJP)
Lozada was reportedly involved in filing charges against Navarro and other
local officials over their involvement in a questionable hydraulic excavator
deal where they were found guilty of grave misconduct. Navarro, who had
previously sued Lozada for libel over his radio reporting in 2013, was noted as
a person of interest in the case but has denied any involvement in the murder.
A statement published by the investigating task force noted that local
government had barred investigators from seizing the gunman’s suspected
getaway vehicle, which allegedly belonged to the Bislig City government.
Lozada was 29 at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/christopher-iban-lozada/index.php
http://cnnphilippines.com/regional/2017/10/25/reporter-dead-in-surigao-del-sur.html
https://www.rappler.com/nation/186350-broadcaster-chris-lozada-killed-surigao-del-sur
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10. Edgar Daniel Esqueda Castro
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Shot (San Luis Potosi, Mexico)
Esqueda Castro was a freelance photographer working for Metropoli San
Luis, Vox Populi and his own website Informate San Luis reporting on crime
and society events. He was also a professional rescue worker.
On the 6th October 2017 Esqueda Castro was found dead by state authorities
as the result of three gunshot wounds. The state attorney general also
reported on inspection his body showed signs of torture.
His widow reported that armed men dressed in civilian clothing had broken
into their home on the morning of the 5th October identifying themselves as
state investigative police, removing Esqueda Castro from the property at
gunpoint. There was no warrant for arrest against Esqueda Castro.
In the months leading to his death, Esqueda Castro had received threats from
local police and was beaten several times. In July 2017 five state police
officers threatened to expel him from the scene of a shootout where
Esqueda Castro was taking photographs. Nine days later at another event
police approached Esqueda Castro and requested his identification card
which they photographed for their records. This included details of his home
address.
Following this, Esqueda Castro reported both incidents to the State Human
Rights Commission. According to the federal statement released, the
complaint was apparently passed back to the same police agency that had
first threatened him.
The Federal Mechanism for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders and
Journalists, a government body that provides protective measures to
reporters under threat of violence, confirmed the threats against Esqueda
Castro, and stated that it had offered him protective measures. According to
the group, Esqueda Castro refused protection.

https://cpj.org/data/people/edgar-daniel-esqueda-castro/index.php
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/06/world/americas/mexico-photographer-abducted-killed.html
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11. Efrain Segarra
Country of origin: Ecuador
Circumstances: Killed (on the Colombian border with Ecuador)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Segarra, a driver working with a photographer and journalist from the
Quito daily El Comercio, was killed between April 10th and 12th 2018 along
with the two other members of the reporting team in southwest Colombia.
Their murders were confirmed in a news statement on the 13th of April but
due to contradictory statements released by Colombian and Ecuadoran
officials, the exact date of death is unknown.
Segarra and his colleagues Paul Rivas and Javier Ortega were on
assignment documenting drug-related border violence when they were
abducted in the Ecuadoran border village of Mataje. On the 3rd April
Bogotá's RCN TV station broadcast video of the three press workers
shackled together in chains and padlocks.
Officials confirmed the individuals responsible for taking the crew hostage
were cocaine traffickers led by the former Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) member Walter “Guacho” Arizala. The area was known
for gang fighting following FARC demobilised which had left the area largely
abandoned.
Following their deaths, Ecuadorean President Lenin Moreno said on state
television, “It seems these criminals never planned to deliver them back
safely.” Nine members of the FARC group were arrested on 13th April in
relation to the abduction.
Segarra was 60 years old at the time of his death.
See also: Javier Ortega (#16) and Paul Rivas (#23)

https://cpj.org/data/people/efrain-segarra-abril/index.php
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12. Ghazi Rasuli (Ghazi Rasooli)
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Rasuli, a reporter for 1TV, was killed in the second blast of the 30th April
2018 Kabul bombing.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media
worker and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities.
Islamic State issued an online statement the same day of the attack
claiming responsibility.
Rasuli had worked for the station for four years and was known for
reporting on criminal and terrorist incidents. The day before he was killed,
Rasuli had interviewed the Interior Ministry spokesperson about
Afghanistan security.
In his career, Rasuli had covered over one hundred suicide attacks in Kabul
and was noted by his editor in chief for his engagement and familiarity with
the criminal cases happening in Kabul.
Rasuli had also been studying at Kabul University. At the time of his death
he was 24 years of age.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Abadullah Hananzai, RFE/RL (#1)
Ali Saleemi, Marshall TV (#5)
Maharram Durrani, RFE/RL (#19)
Nowruz Ali Rajabi, 1TV (#22)
Sabawoon Kakar, RFE/RL (#26)
Saleem Talash, Marshall TV (#27)
Shah Marai, Agence France-Press (#32)
Yar Mohammad Tokhi, Tolo News (#37)

https://cpj.org/data/people/ghazi-rasooli/index.php
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/afghanistan_murdered_journalists_kabul_blast.php/#tokhi
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-tuesday-full-episode-1.4643248/afghan-journalist-rememberscolleagues-killed-in-kabul-bombing-1.4643253
https://www.rferl.org/a/rfe-rl-journalists-among-at-least-25-killed-in-kabul-suicide-bombings/29199926.html
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13. Ibrahim al-Munjar
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Shot (Syria)
On the 17th May 2018 Al-Munjar, a correspondent for Syrian news website
Sy24, was shot in the neck in the Southern Syrian province of Daraa.
At least one of two men who were seen riding a motorcycle past his house shot
at Al-Munjar killing him instantly. Reports confirmed Al-Munjar was alone at
the time and no other members of the public were injured during the attack.
Al-Munjar had worked for Sy24 for six months covering social and
humanitarian issues. Prior to this, Al-Munjar had reported for Shaam News
Network and SMART News Agency. His work for these outlets criticized and
documented alleged war violations by Syrian President Assad’s government.
Ghaith Hammour, Sy24 editor-in-chief, commented that Al-Munjar had
previously covered clashes between the Free Syrian Army and Islamic State
militants in Daraa province and had received threats via phone and social
media prior to the attack. Although received anonymously, sources claimed
they were affiliated with Islamic State. These threats continued from 2016 until
his death.
At the time of Al-Munjar’s death, Daraa was under the control of rebel groups
including Jaysh Khaled Ibn al-Waleed, which has been loosely affiliated with
the Islamic State militant group. As yet, no group has claimed responsibility for
his murder.

https://cpj.org/data/people/ibrahim-al-munjar/index.php
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14. Ján Kuciak

Country of origin: Slovakia
Circumstances: Shot (Velka Maca, Slovakia)

On the 25th of February 2018 Kuciak, an investigative journalist for the news
website Aktuality.sk, was found shot dead alongside his fiancée Martina
Kusnirova in their home. Kuciak had a single bullet wound to the chest,
Kusnirova was found with a fatal shot wound to the head.
During his time at Aktuality, Kuciak investigated tax fraud associated with
individuals close to the ruling social democrat party. Kuciak had also been
working on an investigation into an Italian mafia group alongside the
Sarajevo-based Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP).
The investigation had been looking at connections between the Italian mafia
and their political influence in Slovakia.
His unfinished article, which was published after his death, alleged that
businessmen in eastern Slovakia – with links to Calabria's notorious
'Ndrangheta mafia – are embezzling EU structural funds. According to the
Associated Press, Kuciak had previously reported to police that he had
received threats from Marian Kocner, a businessperson about whom Kuciak
had written.
On the 15th March Prime Minister Fico and his cabinet resigned as a result of
anti-corruption street protests in the capital Bratislava following Kuciak’s
death. During his tenure, Fico was quoted labelling journalists as “hyenas,”
“idiots” and “anti-Slovak prostitutes”.
Kuciak was 27 years old at the time of his death. Prosecutors stated they
believed Kuciak was killed to stop his investigation.
In September 2018 police charged three people with the murder of Kuciak
and his fiancée. According to Slovak media, one of those arrested has links
to the police.

https://cpj.org/data/people/jan-kuciak/index.php
https://www.dw.com/en/jan-kuciak-murder-slovakia-shaken-to-the-core-after-mafia-structures-revealed/a-42833645
https://www.dw.com/en/slovak-journalist-jan-kuciaks-murder-sparks-eu-reactions/a-42807730
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-45684062
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15. Jefferson Pureza Lopes

Country of origin: Brazil
Circumstances: Shot by political group or government officials (Goias, Brazil)

Lopes, a Brazilian broadcast reporter for Globo TV, was shot dead at his
home on the 17th of January 2018. Lopes was watching television in his home
when two men on motorbikes arrived, entered his house and shot him three
times.
Lopes devoted much of his daily one-hour show, Voz do Povo (Voice of the
People), to highlighting what he saw as corruption or poor administration by
local politicians. As a frequent critic of local politicians on his radio show,
Lopes had faced threats and other forms of intimidation for more than a year
before his murder. The radio station had also been a target of arson in
November 2017.
Local police commented that his controversial programme, which covered
local events and had many listeners in the region, “did not please the local
governors.” The state police officer leading the investigation also
commented, “Because he works on the radio he has enemies in the city”.
Lopes was 39 at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/jefferson-pureza-lopes/index.php
https://cpj.org/2018/01/local-journalist-killed-in-rural-brazil-after-rece.php
https://rsf.org/en/news/two-brazilian-journalists-murdered-two-days
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16. Juan Javier Ortega Reyes (Javier Ortega)
Country of origin: Ecuador
Circumstances: Killed by political group (Colombian border with Ecuador)
Multiple deaths in same incident

Ortega, a reporter for El Comercio, was killed between April 10th and 12th
2018, along with the two other members of his reporting team in southwest
Colombia.
Their murders were confirmed in a news statement on the 13th of April but
due to contradictory statements released by Colombian and Ecuadoran
officials, the exact date of death is unknown.
Ortega and his team were on assignment documenting drug-related border
violence when they were abducted in the Ecuadoran border village of Mataje.
On the 3rd April Bogotá's RCN TV station broadcast video of the three press
workers shackled together in chains and padlocks.
Officials confirmed the individuals responsible for taking the crew hostage
were cocaine traffickers led by the former Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) member Walter “Guacho” Arizala. The area was known for
gang fighting following FARC demobilized which had left the area largely
abandoned.
Following their deaths, Ecuadorean President Lenin Moreno said on state
television, “It seems these criminals never planned to deliver them back
safely.” Nine members of the FARC group were arrested on 13th April in
relation to the abduction.
Ortega had been working for El Comercio for six years, primarily covering
politics, crime, and human rights, as well as feature stories on topics such as
the disappeared of persons in Ecuador. Prior to the abduction, Ortega wrote
several articles investigating security threats, displacement and drug
trafficking near Ecuador’s border with Colombia.
Ortega was 32 years old at the time of his death.
See also: Paul Rivas (#23) and Efraín Segarra (#11)

https://cpj.org/data/people/juan-javier-ortega-reyes/index.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-43757902
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ecuador-colombia-kidnapping/ecuadorean-journalists-held-by-colombian-rebelsconfirmed-dead-idUSKBN1HK2L0
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17. Leobardo Vazquez Atzin
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Shot (Mexico City, Mexico)

Vazquez, director of the news website Enlace Informativo Regional, was
shot by unknown assailants at his home on the 21st March 2018. The alleged
suspects left the scene on motorbikes following the attack.
In February 2017 Vazquez had started to write about regional crime and
corruption on his website. Several posts in the months before his death
were critical of Juan Ángel Espejo, the mayor of Tecolutla, a town
neighbouring Gutiérrez Zamora.
Despite not signing his name to these articles it was widely known that he
ran the page. Prior to his death Vazquez filed a formal complaint regarding
death threats received after publishing stories that implicated a notary and
authorities of the former government of the Tecolutla municipality.
Vazquez previously wrote for Vanguardia, La Opinion de Poza Rica and
Noreste and primarily covered social events and occasionally crime.
Vazquez was 42 at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/leobardo-vazquez-atzin/index.php
https://rsf.org/en/news/mexico-another-journalist-murdered-veracruz
https://ipi.media/death-toll-rises-in-mexico-two-journalists-killed-in-two-weeks/
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Third-Journalist-Killed-in-Mexico-2018-20180322-0008.html
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18. Leslie Ann Pamela Montenegro del Real
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Shot (Acapulco, Mexico)

Montenegro, or ‘La Nana Pelucas,’ was a journalist, satirist and social media
commentator for El Sillon. She was shot in Acapulco on the 5th February 2018.
The attack took place at a restaurant Montenegro owned with her husband.
Witnesses confirmed that two unidentified assailants entered the restaurant
between 6:00 – 7:00pm and immediately approached Montenegro. Two shots
were fired at her face and abdomen before her attackers fled.
Montenegro covered local politics in Acapulco and the Guerrero region on her
YouTube channel. José Antonio Rivera, a journalist from the region
commented that Montenegro “was well known for being very critical of local
politicians.”
Montenegro was also page administrator for a Facebook group where citizens
could report crime, violence, corruption, and abuse of power by the
authorities. As a result, Montenegro and her husband, Samuel Muñuzuri, had
been subject to threats from criminal gangs. This was confirmed in a
statement made by the Guerrero state attorney general Javier Olea, that
Montenegro had received threats in the months before her murder.
Local authorities claim gang leader Javi Daniel Cervantes Magno was
responsible for ordering the murder of Montenegro but as yet, there has
been no investigation into her murder.
Montenegro was 36 at the time of her death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/leslie-ann-pamela-montenegro-del-real/index.php
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/08/investigative-journalist-olivera-lakic-shot-montenegro
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5359553/Mexican-YouTube-star-Nana-Pelucas-shot-dead.html
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19. Maharram Durrani
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident

Durrani, a journalist for RFE/RL’s Radio Azadi, was killed in the double
suicide bombing in Kabul on the 30th April 2018.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media
worker and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities.
Islamic State issued an online statement the same day of the attack
claiming responsibility.
Durrani joined the local radio station a week prior to the attack and had
previously been working as a news anchor and producer for music channel
Radio Salam Watandar.
Durrani was in her third-year studying Islamic law at Kabul University and
due to start a new job on Radio Azadi’s weekly women’s program.
Darrani was twenty eight years old at the time of her death.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Abadullah Hananzai, RFE/RL (#1)
Ali Saleemi, Marshall TV (#5)
Ghazi Rasuli, 1TV (#12)
Nowruz Ali Rajabi, 1TV (#22)
Sabawoon Kakar, RFE/RL (#26)
Saleem Talash, Marshall TV (#27)
Shah Marai, Agence France-Press (#32)
Yar Mohammad Tokhi, Tolo News (#37)

https://cpj.org/data/people/maharram-durrani/index.php
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-blast-media/deadliest-day-for-afghan-journalists-10-killed-in-two-attacksidUSKBN1I117V
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/afghanistan_murdered_journalists_kabul_blast.php/
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20. Mario Leonel Gomez Sanchez
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Shot (Mexico)
Gomez, a reporter for a local newspaper El Heraldo de Chiapas, was
shot outside his home on the 21st September 2018.
He was attacked by two unidentified gunmen riding a motorcycle. A
video captured by a nearby security camera shows his attackers
approaching before firing several shots and fleeing from the scene.
Gomez was taken to hospital to receive treatment but died shortly after
he was admitted.
In an official statement from the state attorney general’s office,
authorities condemned the attack and confirmed an investigation has
been opened with the principle motive being considered as Gomez’s
work as a journalist.
An arrest has been made, the suspect is said to be a member of a drug
trafficking groups that operates in the area.
Gomez had been working for El Heraldo de Chiapas for eight years.
During this time he covered general news, as we as crime and violence.
He had recently reported on crime and security in the Yajalon region
and covered details of the Mexican general elections.
He was 41 years old at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/mario-leonel-gomez-sanchez/
https://mexiconewsdaily.com/news/chiapas-journalist-assassinated/
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21. Navin Nischal
Country of origin: India
Circumstances: Run over by an SUV (Arrah, India)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Nischal was a freelance reporter working for Dainik Bhaskar, a Hindulanguage daily. On the 25th March 2018, Nischal and his colleague Vijay
Singh were riding a motorcycle on the Arrah-Sasaram highway when an SUV
hit them from behind and ran them over. Both died at the scene as a result
of the collision.
The SUV was driven by ex-village chief Mohammad Harsu. It has been
alleged that Nischal and Singh were returning to the village when Harsu and
his companion rammed the SUV into their motorbike and fled from the
accident. The SUV was later set on fire.
Reports state that Nischal, Singh and Harsu had been seen arguing that day
after Nischal filed a story. According to the Indian Express, Nischal's recent
reporting on child marriage and on Harsu's role in land divisions had
angered the village head. An unnamed Arrah resident also told the Indian
Express that Harshu threatened Singh with "dire consequences" for his
reporting on these land divisions.
Police are reported to have arrested both Harshu and his son who was in
the vehicle with his father at the time of the incident.
The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) produced a special report in
2016, "Dangerous Pursuit," that found small-town journalists in India are
facing greater risks in their reporting than those from larger outlets, and
that a culture of impunity continues to make the country's press vulnerable
to threats and attacks.
As Steve Butler, CPJ’s Asia program coordinator, commented following their
deaths, "The deaths [of Navin Nischal and Vijay Singh] are yet another
example of how vulnerable journalists in India's small towns are to
violence."
See also: Vijay Singh (#36)

https://rsf.org/en/news/two-indian-journalists-rammed-suv-killed-outright
https://cpj.org/data/people/navin-nischal/index.php
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/27/three-indian-journalists-run-down-killed-sandeep-sharma-navin-nischalvijay-singh
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/india-journalist-killed-dead-sandeep-sharma-death-press-freedoma8278641.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/two-bihar-journalists-killed-as-suv-rams-bike/article23353378.ece
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22. Nowruz Ali Rajabi
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Rajabi was working as a cameraman for 1TV when he was killed in the double
suicide bombing in Kabul on the 30th April 2018.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media
worker and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities. Islamic
State issued an online statement the same day of the attack claiming
responsibility.
Having graduated from the film-making department at the faculty of art at
Kabul University in 2014, Rajabi had been working in media for five years and
had been working as a cameraman for 1TV for over a year.
Rajabi’s wife was pregnant at the time and his family have since criticized the
government for failing to protect its citizens. Rajabi was 31 at the time of his
death.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Abadullah Hananzai, RFE/RL (#1)
Ali Saleemi, Marshall TV (#5)
Ghazi Rasuli, 1TV (#12)
Maharram Durrani, RFE/RL (#19)
Sabawoon Kakar, RFE/RL (#26)
Saleem Talash, Marshall TV (#27)
Shah Marai, Agence France-Press (#32)
Yar Mohammad Tokhi, Tolo News (#37)

https://cpj.org/data/people/nowroz-ali-rajabi/index.php
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/1tv-cameraman%E2%80%99s-family-angry-govt
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23. Paul Rivas Bravo
Country of origin: Ecuador
Circumstances: Killed by political group (Colombian border with Ecuador)
Rivas, an award-winning photographer for El Comercio, was killed
between April 10th and 12th 2018 along with the two other members of
his reporting team in southwest Colombia.
Their murders were confirmed in a news statement on the 13th of April
but due to contradictory statements released by Colombian and
Ecuadoran officials, the exact date of death is unknown.
Rivas and his team were on assignment documenting drug-related
border violence when they were abducted in the Ecuadoran border
village of Mataje. On the 3rd April Bogotá's RCN TV station broadcast
video of the three press workers shackled together in chains and
padlocks
Officials confirmed the individuals responsible for taking the crew
hostage were cocaine traffickers led by the former Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) member Walter “Guacho” Arizala. The area
was known for gang fighting following FARC demobilized which had left
the area largely abandoned.
Following their deaths, Ecuadorean President Lenin Moreno said on state
television, “It seems these criminals never planned to deliver them back
safely.” Nine members of the FARC group were arrested on 13th April in
relation to the abduction.
Rivas had worked for El Comercio since 1999 covering breaking news,
culture, sports and human interest stories. His work often featured
portraits and he was the recipient of multiple national awards for a series
of photographs featuring the family members of disappeared persons.
He was 45 years old at the time of his death.
See also: Efraín Segarra (#11) and Javier Ortega (#16)

https://cpj.org/data/people/paul-rivas-bravo/index.php
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-ecuador-colombia-kidnapping/ecuadorean-journalists-held-by-colombian-rebels-confirmeddead-idUKKBN1HK2L9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/04/02/three-journalists-are-kidnapped-in-ecuador-signalingthe-violence-spilling-over-from-colombia/?utm_term=.f4f002654d7b
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24. Pedro Damián Gómez
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Found dead in his home (Tijuana, Mexico)
Gomez, a well-known journalist and online reporter, was found dead in
his home on the 13th February 2018. According to officials, Gomez died
approximately seven to ten day prior to being found, the cause of death
is under investigation.
On the 2nd February Gomez had posted a message on social media
detailing that a brand new car with keys and documentation in his name
was parked outside his house. He said that he didn’t know who the gift
was from, or the reason. The last social media post Gomez sent from his
account was posted on the 3rd February.
Local media initially reported that the journalist was killed by a violent
attacker and had suffered fatal wounds from “a sharp weapon”, but the
state attorney general’s office released a statement saying this was
false.
The Forensic Medical Service took custody of Gomez’s body and will be
reporting their findings to the State Attorney General’s Office. Officials
are looking into the case to investigate if there were any links between
the gift of the car and his death, as yet the circumstances surrounding
his death are unclear.
Gomez produced a show called ‘Panorama Político’ which covered
topical news and political interviews.

https://www.pressgazette.co.uk/online-mexican-journalist-found-dead-in-home-after-receiving-new-car-gift-from-mysterybenefactor/
https://ipi.media/pedro-damian-gomez-mexico-under-investigation/
http://www.theglobaldispatch.com/facebooks-panorama-politico-reporter-pedro-damian-gomez-murdered-third-journalistkilled-in-mexico-this-year-90537/
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25. Ramiz Ahmadi
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Afghanistan)
Ahmadi, a cameraman for TOLO News, was killed in a double bombing
attack on the 5th September 2018 in Kabul, Afghanistan. His colleague,
TOLO journalist Samim Faramarz, was also killed in the attack.
Ahmadi was broadcasting live at the scene of an attack at a wrestling
gym where a suicide bomber had fatally shot a guard before walking in
and detonating explosives. While reporting on the scene a second car
bomb was detonated.
Islamic State claimed responsibility for the incident where at least 20
people were killed and 70 others were wounded.
In less than three years, TOLO News and its parent media company
have lost 11 staff members to bombings.
Ahmadi had worked for the company for four years, frequently
covering conflict. He was 23 years old at the time of his death.
See also: Samim Faramarz (#28)

https://cpj.org/data/people/ramiz-ahmadi/index.php
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/06/world/asia/afghanistan-samim-faramarz-reporter-killed.html
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/tolonews-loses-two-its-journalists
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26. Sabawoon Kakar
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Kakar, a video journalist with RFE/RL, died from injuries sustained in the
suicide bombing on the 30th April 2018 in Kabul. Kakar had been one of the
first reporters to arrive on the scene after the first incident.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media
worker and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities.
Islamic State issued an online statement the same day of the attack claiming
responsibility.
Kakar had been working for RFE/RL for five years reporting on
counterterrorism operations, regional security, and a range of social issues in
Afghanistan. His last video report covering a battle between Afghan security
forces and Taliban militants was published on the 29th April.
The senior editor for RFA, Qadir Habib, commented, “He was often covering
the aftermath of suicide attacks and other dangerous spot news situations.
He was a brave man who was never afraid to cover dangerous stories.”
Kakar was 30 years old at the time of his death. He is survived by his wife
and two year old son.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Abadullah Hananzai, RFE/RL (#1)
Ali Saleemi, Marshall TV (#5)
Ghazi Rasuli, 1TV (#12)
Maharram Durrani, RFE/RL (#19)
Nowruz Ali Rajabi, 1TV (#22)
Saleem Talash, Marshall TV (#27)
Shah Marai, Agence France-Press (#32)
Yar Mohammad Tokhi, Tolo News (#37)

https://www.cjr.org/special_report/afghanistan_murdered_journalists_kabul_blast.php/
https://cpj.org/data/people/sabawoon-kakar/index.php
https://www.rferl.org/a/slain-young-journalists-saw-rfe-rl-as-a-way-to-make-afghanistan-a-better-place-/29200936.html
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27. Saleem Talash
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Talash, reporter for Mashal TV, was killed on the 30th April 2018 in the double
suicide bombing in Kabul. Shortly before the second bomb exploded, Talash
texted friends warning them against using the road close to the scene of the
first blast, according to TOLO News.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media worker
and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities. Islamic State
issued an online statement the same day of the attack claiming responsibility.
Talash had been on staff for Mashal TV for two years at the time of the
incident and had recently got engaged. He was 24 years old at the time of his
death.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Abadullah Hananzai, RFE/RL (#1)
Ali Saleemi, Marshall TV (#5)
Ghazi Rasuli, 1TV (#12)
Maharram Durrani, RFE/RL (#19)
Nowruz Ali Rajabi, 1TV (#22)
Sabawoon Kakar, RFE/RL (#26)
Shah Marai, Agence France-Press (#32)
Yar Mohammad Tokhi, Tolo News (#37)

https://cpj.org/data/people/saleem-talash/index.php
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/afghanistan_murdered_journalists_kabul_blast.php/
http://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/05/01/18/fathers-and-fiances-the-10-journalists-killed-in-afghanistan
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28. Samim Faramarz
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Afghanistan)
Faramarz, a reporter for TOLO News, was killed in a double bombing
attack on the 5th September 2018 in Kabul, Afghanistan. His colleague,
TOLO cameraman Ramiz Ahmadi, was also killed in the attack.
Faramarz was reporting live at the scene of an attack at a wrestling gym
where a suicide bomber had fatally shot a guard before walking in
and detonating explosives.
While live broadcasting the scene a second car bomb was detonated.
According to an account in The New York Times, Faramarz died midbroadcast - his last words, “The area is completely terrorized. I can smell
blood here, and as you can see in the pictures…”
Islamic State claimed responsibility for the incident where at least 20
people were killed and 70 others were wounded.
In less than three years TOLO News and its parent media company have
lost 11 staff members to bombings.
Faramarz had worked for the company for three years, frequently
covering conflict. He was 28 years old at the time of his death.
See also: Ramiz Ahmadi (#25)

https://cpj.org/data/people/samim-faramarz/index.php
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/06/world/asia/afghanistan-samim-faramarz-reporter-killed.html
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/tolonews-loses-two-its-journalists
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29. Sandeep Sharma
Country of origin: India
Circumstances: Run over by an SUV (Madhya Pradesh, India)
Sharma, a reporter for local News World television, was run over by an SUV
while riding his motorbike to a government event on the 26th March 2018.
CCTV footage has since been released showing Sharma’s motorcycle
disappearing under the accelerating truck. Sharma died from the injuries
sustained when the vehicle veered into him.
Sharma had recently conducted an undercover ‘sting’ that claimed to have
produced footage of a senior police officer in his area accepting a 25,000 rupee
(£272) monthly bribe to let a trucks carry illegally mined sand from the
National Chambal Sanctuary without inspection. National Chambal Sanctuary is
a protected crocodile sanctuary.
After producing the report on ‘sand-mafia’ activity, Sharma received threats on
his life. News World’s bureau chief, Vikas Purohit, who witnessed the collision,
stated that both he and Sharma had begun receiving death threats last year
after publishing two stories on suspected police corruption and illegal mining.
Before the fatal collision Sharma had filed a formal complaint to police about a
beating he was victim to following the publication of the investigation findings.
Police took no further action. Rizwan Ahmad Siddiqui, editor-in-chief of News
World, stated “He [Sharma] was denied police protection and the police asked
for the camera he had used to conduct the sting. They took the original
recording and never gave it back.”
Following the continued rapid growth in modern construction as India
continues to urbanise, the amount of sand used for construction has tripled
since 2000. As a result, organised sand mafias have reportedly been involved in
illegal extraction. It has been alleged these groups have close ties to
authorities.
District police formed a special investigative team and arrested the driver,
Ranbir Yadav. An inquiry by India’s elite Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
was recommended but a CBI spokesperson stated no official instructions to
investigate have yet been received from federal government.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/27/three-indian-journalists-run-down-killed-sandeep-sharma-navin-nischalvijay-singh
https://scroll.in/article/876718/month-after-bhind-journalists-suspicious-death-investigation-is-stuck-in-limbo
https://cpj.org/data/people/sandeep-sharma/index.php
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/270318/save-woman-journalist-sandeep-sharma-mowed-downarrested-truck-driver.html
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30. Sayed Mehdi Husaini
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bombing (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Husaini, a reporter with Jomhor News Agency, was among at least 41
people killed in a militant attack in Kabul on the 28th December 2017.
In the attack a suicide bomber entered the compound, which was home to
a Shiite cultural centre and the Afghan Voice Agency (AVA) an
independent media organisation, during a group discussion for the
anniversary of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.
Officials confirmed that the bomber first detonated his explosive vest two further improvised explosive devices placed nearby went off shortly
after that.
The attack occurred during a panel discussion with journalists held to
mark the 38th anniversary of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The chief
editor of Jomhor News Agency confirmed that Husaini had been there to
cover the event for Jomhor News. News reports stated that the militant
group Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attack.
Of the 84 wounded, nine were journalists.
See also: Sayeed Khuda Dad Ahamdi (#31)

https://cpj.org/data/people/sayed-mehdi-husaini/index.php
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/28/world/asia/afghanistan-suicide-attack.html?_r=0
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/media-workers%C2%A0killed-and-wounded-kabul%C2%A0deadly%C2%A0attack
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31. Sayeed Khuda Dad Ahamdi
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bombing (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Ahamdi, a reporter for Afghan Voice Agency, was among at least 41
people killed in a militant attack in Kabul on the 28th December 2017.
In the attack a suicide bomber entered the compound, which was
home to a Shiite cultural centre and the Afghan Voice Agency (AVA)
an independent media organization, during a group discussion for the
anniversary of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.
Officials confirmed that the bomber first detonated his explosive vest
- two further improvised explosive devices placed nearby went off
shortly after that.
The attack occurred during a panel discussion with journalists held to
mark the 38th anniversary of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. News
reports stated that the militant group Islamic State claimed
responsibility for the attack.
Of the 84 wounded, nine were journalists.
See also: Sayed Mehdi Husaini (#30)

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/28/world/asia/afghanistan-suicide-attack.html?_r=0
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32. Shah Marai

Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Marai, chief photographer for Agence France-Presse, was killed on the 30th
April 2018 in Kabul, Afghanistan.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media worker
and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities. Islamic State
issued an online statement the same day of the attack claiming responsibility.
Marai had started his career at Agence France-Presse as a driver and
translator, taking photos on the side. During 2000, a period where there were
no foreign correspondents in Afghanistan and photography was largely
banned, Marai continued at great risk to work with Agence France-Presse and
was their only person on the ground in Kabul. His work was well respected.
Emma Graham-Harrison at The Guardian referred to Marai as a “towering
veteran.”
In 2016, Marai wrote how hope in Afghanistan had vanished and life seemed
harder than before. “Every morning as I go to the office and every evening
when I return home, all I think of are cars that can be booby-trapped, or of
suicide bombers coming out of a crowd.” The day he was killed it was stated
that he was dissuaded from entering the scene, to which Marai replied: “No,
taking photos is more important than my life.”
From a family genetically predisposed to blindness, his income supported
many relatives, including three blind brothers and two blind children. The
youngest of his children, his only daughter, Khadija, was just 15 days old at the
time of his death. Marai was 41 years old when he died. He leaves behind his
wife and six children.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Abadullah Hananzai, RFE/RL (#1)
Ali Saleemi, Marshall TV (#5)
Ghazi Rasuli, 1TV (#12)
Maharram Durrani, RFE/RL (#19)
Nowruz Ali Rajabi, 1TV (#22)
Sabawoon Kakar, RFE/RL (#26)
Saleem Talash, Marshall TV (#27)
Yar Mohammad Tokhi, Tolo News (#37)

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/05/journalists-kabul-afghanistan-suicide-attack
https://cpj.org/data/people/shah-marai/index.php
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/afghanistan_murdered_journalists_kabul_blast.php/
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33. Shantanu Bhowmik
Country of origin: Bangladesh
Circumstances: Beaten to death by mob (Tripura, Bangladesh)
Bhowmik worked as broadcast journalist for a local Bengali-language news
channel Dinraa.
On the 20th September 2017 he was beaten to death by a mob whilst
covering clashes between members of the separatist Indigenous People's
Front of Tripura and the ruling Tripura Rajya Upajati bordering Bangladesh.
According to reports, Bhowmik was taking pictures with his mobile when
members of the crowd attacked. Later that day, the police found his body
near a stadium.
Akhil Kumar Shukla, director general of Tripura state police, stated on the
28th September 2017 that three people had been arrested following his
death.
Bhowmik was 28 years old at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/shantanu-bhowmik/index.php
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/journalist-santanu-bhowmik-killed-while-covering-ipftagitation/article19722844.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/agartala/shantanu-killers-identified-says-tripura-dgp/articleshow/60864166.cms
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34. Shujaat Bukhari
Country of origin: Kashmir
Circumstances: Shot (Sringaar, India)
Bukhari, editor of Rising Kashmir, was shot by unidentified gunmen
outside his office in Srinagar, India on the 14th June 2018. Bukhari
sustained injuries to his head and abdomen in the attack and was rushed
to hospital where he later died from his injuries. Both his driver and the
security guard protecting him were also fired at during the attack and
died as a result of their injuries.
Bukhari had been under security protection for some time and is said to
have approached Mehbooba Mufti, former chief minister of Jammu and
Kashmir, for “increased security” a few days before his death.
Police released images of three suspects captured on closed circuit TV
and a forth was arrested when linked to a gun recovered from the crime
scene. No group has claimed responsibility for the attack.
It has been suggested the attack may have been motivated by Bukhair’s
reputation for being “a voice of moderation” as he was a public supporter
of the ceasefire between India and Pakistan.
Bukhari had recently written a piece for the Scroll.in news website, in
which he welcomed the Indian government’s decision to suspend military
operations against alleged terrorists in Kashmir. He said the ceasefire
“offered a glimmer of hope to the common people.”
Manoj Joshi, a political commentator, wrote on The Wire that his killing
was aimed at disrupting any move toward establishing peace in the state.
Bukhari was a regular presence at diplomatic initiatives. He was 50 years
old at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/shujaat-bukhari/index.php
http://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-freedom/article/prominent-editor-shujaat-bukhari-shot-dead-inkashmir-india.html
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/shujaat-bukhari-was-killed-by-lashkar-e-taiba-reveal-jkpolice/articleshow/64781261.cms
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35. Sudip Dutta Bhaumik
Country of origin: India
Circumstances: Shot (Tripura, India)
Sudip Dutta Bhaumik, an investigative reporter at the Bengali-language
daily Syandan Patrika, was shot outside the office of Tapan Debbarma, a
commandant in Tripura State Rifles paramilitary force. According to reports
Bhaumik was shot by a guard outside the security facility.
Debbarma had invited him to his office to discuss a story Bhaumik wrote on
the 13th November 2017. According to a report in The Hindu Debbarma had
arranged the meeting to ask for clarification around alleged financial
irregularities in the paramilitary force. It has been suggested that Bhaumik
was killed in a targeted attack following his planned expose into financial
irregularities.
On the 22nd November police arrested Debbarma and charged him with
criminal conspiracy. On the 24th November police also arrested Amit
Debbarma (head constable) and Dharmendra Kumar Singh (rifleman)
charging them with criminal conspiracy.
Bhaumik had worked as an investigative journalist for the last 20 years, and
specialized in exposing corruption in the police force.

https://cpj.org/data/people/sudip-dutta-bhaumik/index.php
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/journalist-sudip-datta-bhowmik-shot-dead-at-a-security-facility-intripura/article20619713.ece
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36. Vijay Singh
Country of origin: India
Circumstances: Run over by an SUV (Arrah, India)
On the 25th March 2018 Singh, a freelance journalist, and his colleague Navin
Nischal were riding a motorcycle on the Arrah-Sasaram highway when an SUV
hit them from behind and ran them over. Both died at the scene as a result of
the collision.
The SUV was driven by ex-village chief Mohammad Harsu. It has been alleged
that Singh and Nischal were returning to the village when Harsu and his
companion rammed the SUV into their motorbike and fled from the accident.
The SUV was later set on fire.
Reports state that Nischal, Singh and Harsu had been seen arguing that day
after Nischal filed a story. According to the Indian Express, Nischal's recent
reporting on child marriage and on Harsu's role in land divisions had angered
the village head. An unnamed Arrah resident also told the Indian Express that
Harshu threatened Singh with "dire consequences" for his reporting on these
land divisions.
Police are reported to have arrested both Harshu and his son who was in the
vehicle with his father at the time of the incident.
The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) produced a special report in 2016,
"Dangerous Pursuit," that found small-town journalists in India are facing
greater risks in reporting than those from larger outlets, and that a culture of
impunity continues to make the country's press vulnerable to threats and
attacks.
As Steve Butler, CPJ’s Asia program coordinator, commented following their
deaths, "The deaths [of Navin Nischal and Vijay Singh] are yet another
example of how vulnerable journalists in India's small towns are to violence."
See also: Navin Nischal (#21)

https://cpj.org/2018/03/indian-authorities-must-investigate-deaths-of-jour.php
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/27/three-indian-journalists-run-down-killed-sandeep-sharma-navin-nischalvijay-singh
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/two-bihar-journalists-killed-as-suv-rams-bike/article23353378.ece
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37. Yar Mohammad Tokhi
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Multiple death in same incident
Tokhi, a cameraman for TOLO News, was killed in the second blast of a double
suicide bomb attack on the 30th April 2018 in Kabul.
The suicide bomber responsible for the attack was disguised as a media
worker and deliberately targeted the press, causing multiple fatalities. Islamic
State issued an online statement the same day of the attack claiming
responsibility.
Tokhi had worked for TOLO News and TOLO TV for 12 years. He was 54 at the
time of his death and had been due to marry at the following month.
Other journalists killed in same attack:
Abadullah Hananzai, RFE/RL (#1)
Ali Saleemi, Marshall TV (#5)
Ghazi Rasuli, 1TV (#12)
Maharram Durrani, RFE/RL (#19)
Nowruz Ali Rajabi, 1TV (#22)
Sabawoon Kakar, RFE/RL (#26)
Saleem Talash, Marshall TV (#27)
Shah Marai, Agence France-Press (#32)

https://cpj.org/data/people/yar-mohammad-tokhi/index.php
https://www.tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/tolonews-cameraman-killed-kabul%C2%A0explosion
https://www.cjr.org/special_report/afghanistan_murdered_journalists_kabul_blast.php/#tokhi
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These are some victims whose cases are (formally) unsolved and/or might be controversial:
38. Abdul Manan Arghand
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Shot (Kandahar, Afghanistan)
Arghand, a reporter with Kabul News, was shot and killed by two unknown
gunmen on the 25th April 2018 while driving to work in Kandahar.
Two unknown assistants on a motorbike intercepted Arghand during rush
hour and shot him.
Abdul Mujeeb Khalvatgar, managing director of the independent group
Nai Supporting Open Media in Afghanistan, told the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) that Arghand had received threatening anonymous
phones calls in relation to his reporting for about a year prior to his death.
Javed Ahmad Tanvir, head of the Kandahar Press Club, confirmed
Kandahar police, the provincial governor, and other officials had been
informed about these threats prior to the attack.
About one month prior to Arghand’s death the Afghanistan's Interior
Ministry sent a letter to local police in Kandahar which stated that the
Taliban had marked Arghand as a target for assassination. Arghand was
killed in an area that was typically considered safe, further indicating it
was a targeted attack. It is not certain, however, that Arghand’s profession
as a journalist was the reason for his death.
No group has claimed responsibility for his death. Arghand was 30 years
old at the time of his death and is survived by his widow, a son, and two
daughters.

https://cpj.org/data/people/abdul-manan-arghand/index.php
https://www.tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan/journalist-killed-kandahar-shooting
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-police-investigating-journalist-murder/29191958.html
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39. Ahmad Shah
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Shot (Khost, Afghanistan)
Multiple deaths in same incident
Shah, a reporter for the BBC, was killed on the 30th April 2018 in the Khost
region of Afghanistan. Shah was on his bicycle when he was shot by
unidentified gunmen. He was transferred to hospital following the attack but
died from his injuries.
His attack occurred on the same day as a suicide bombing in Kabul that took
the life of 10 journalists. Following his death police were investigating
possible motives. As yet, no group has claimed responsibility for the attack. It
is, therefore, unknown whether or not Shah’s profession as a journalist was
the reason for his death.
In a statement made by the BBC World Service director Jamie Angus, Shah
was said to have been a "respected and popular" journalist during his time
with the company.
Shah originally joined the BBC from a local radio station in early 2017 with a
brief to cover his home province of Khost, but also reported stories
concerning the neighbouring provinces of Paktia and Paktika.
His work often covered the growing popularity of reading, poetry and
learning English among young people in Khost and his showed his interest in
ensuring women’s voices were heard.
Shah was 29 years old at the time of his death and was engaged to be
married.

https://cpj.org/data/people/ahmad-shah/index.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-43953322
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-43964094
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/6173011/bbc-reporter-admad-shah-shot-dead-afghanistan/
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40. Angel Eduardo Gahona
Country of origin: Nicaragua
Circumstances: Shot at a protest (Bluefields, Nicaragua)
Gahona, director of the TV program El Meridiano, was shot while covering
protests on the 21st April 2018 in Bluefields, Nicaragua. Gahona died from
his injuries before reaching hospital.
Gahona was covering police and protester confrontations sparked by
pension reforms following government announced plans that workers
would have to pay more for social security while existing pensions would be
reduced.
Due to restrictions and censorship on national television, Gahona was
reporting via Facebook Live at the time of his death.
A video shared by the Nicaraguan newspaper La Prensa shows Gahona
approaching an ATM and describing the damage to the glass doors before
being shot and collapsing to the ground. Ileana Lacayo Ortíz, a journalist
and activist who was near Gahona when he was shot, told the Committee
to Protect Journalists (CPJ) it was difficult to tell who had fired, but she
believed it was the police.
A press release from the public prosecutor’s office stated that Nicaraguan
authorities arrested two alleged suspects on the 7th May 2018 and charged
them with murder, attempted murder, and other crimes. Local civil society
organisations and Gahona’s family members however have publicly
questioned the speed of the arrests and the suspects’ transfer to Managua,
saying authorities were trying to avoid carrying out a full investigation and
accusing the real perpetrators.
According to news reports, multiple journalists were injured while covering
the protests. Local human rights groups also reported that as many as 25
individuals are thought to have died since protests broke out around the
country.
Gahona was 42 years old at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/angel-eduardo-gahona/index.php
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/nicaragua-journalist-killed-facebook-live-angel-gahona-bluefieldsa8317626.html
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/middle-east/journalist-shot-dead-during-live-broadcast-in-nicaragua-1.3470429
http://uk.businessinsider.com/angel-gahona-killed-on-facebook-live-in-nicaragua-2018-4
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41. Anwar al-Rakan
Country of origin: Yemen
Circumstances: Died on release from kidnapping by political group (Yemen)
Al-Rakan, who had previously worked as a journalist for the government-run
newspaper al-Gomhouria, died on the 2nd June 2018 in Taiz Governorate,
Yemen following release from kidnapping.
Al-Rakan had been abducted by Ansar Allah forces, commonly known as the
Houthis, approximately one year earlier and died two days after his release
due to ill health and continued poor conditions while being held hostage.
The motive of his murder is still unconfirmed but both his brother and Nabil
Alosaidi, co-chair of the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate, believe he was
abducted for having a press card on him during a checkpoint search.
Reporters Without Borders claims that, at the time of his death, the Houthis
are believed to be detaining at least ten other journalists.
According to the syndicate's statement, Belqees TV, and the independent
Yemeni newspaper Al-Masdar, al-Rakan's health deteriorated sharply as a
result of severe torture while detained, leading to his release shortly before
his death. Photos of al-Rakan's severely emaciated body circulated online and
over social media.
The Committee to Protect Journalists’ Middle East and North Africa program
coordinator Sherif Mansour commented, “Even by the standards of Yemen’s
civil war, the yearlong torture and deprivation suffered by Anwar Al-Rakan
marks a new low.” There have been calls on the UN to investigate his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/anwar-al-rakan/index.php
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1321026/media
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2018/6/19/media-world-mourns-yemeni-journalist-tortured-by-houthis
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42. Gauri Lankesh
Country of origin: India
Circumstances: Shot (Bangalore, India)

On the 5th September 2017 on her return from work, Lankesh was attacked
by three unidentified assailants outside her home. Lankesh was shot in the
head and chest and died instantly. It is suspected Lankesh had been under
surveillance by the gunmen prior to the attack.
Lankesh edited Gauri Lankesh Patrike, a Kannada-language weekly tabloid
known for its criticism of right-wing extremism and the establishment. The
publication often covered issues of communal violence and the caste
system and she was a trenchant critic of Hindu extremism, campaigning
against religious fundamentalism.
Lankesh was known for her secularist criticism of right-wing and Hindu
nationalists, including members of India's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). According to reports Lankesh was also part of a government panel
involved in shaping a Maoist surrender to state police. Her brother revealed
Lankesh had been receiving hate mail prior to her death from those who
sympathised with the Maoist rebels.
Lankesh was convicted of defamation in 2016 for a report she published on
local BJP leaders and sentenced to six months in jail. She was on bail and
appealing the conviction at the time of her death. According to reports, her
lawyer didn’t believe the killing was related to the case.
Following her death there was widespread protests in India. The special
investigative team working on the case have arrested several men in
connection to her death, but the investigation remains open.
Lankesh was 55 years old at the time of her death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/gauri-lankesh/index.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-41169817
https://rsf.org/en/news/india-detained-suspect-confesses-shooting-newspaper-editor-gauri-lankesh
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/one-year-after-her-murder-bengaluru-still-mourns-gauri-lankesh-1912064
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/i-killed-gauri-lankesh-to-save-my-religion-waghmore-tosit/articleshow/64608133.cms
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/during-training-gauri-lankesh-killer-told-to-shoot-in-the-head-like-in-kalburgi-murdersit-5287386/
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43. Héctor González Antonio
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Found dead (Ciudad Victoria, Mexico)
González, a journalist for the national newspaper Excélsior, was found
dead on the 29th May 2018.
Local authorities were alerted to a body being found on the street, on
investigation it was confirmed to be González. The state attorney
general’s office reported that his body and face showed signs of being
beaten. The journalist had last been seen leaving his girlfriend's house at
approximately 11:00pm the night before.
His most recent articles covered stories on crime in Tamaulipas, criminal
gangs in the city of Reynosa, and the arrest of four police officers accused
of involvement in a kidnapping that took place on the 26th May 2018. No
known threats had been made towards González before his death.
The Federal Special Prosecutor for Attention to Crimes Committed against
Freedom of Expression stated that an investigation into the murder has
been opened and they are looking into all possible motives into González's
death. As yet the motive is unconfirmed.
González covered general news, including politics and crime, for
Excélsior and the television broadcaster Imagen. He was the founder and
editorial director of the local news website Todo Noticias and had
previously worked as a reporter for Expreso, a local newspaper, where he
covered crime and security.
González was 39 years old at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/hector-gonzalez-antonio/index.php
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/05/mexican-journalist-hector-gonzalez-antonio-beaten-death-180530053135595.html
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44. Jose Gerardo Martinez

Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Shot, possibly mugged (Mexico)

Martinez, an editor for El Universal, was shot on the 6th January 2018 in
the Coyoacán neighbourhood of Mexico City. He died as a result of his
injuries in hospital.
At the time of the attack he was purchasing gifts for his family and fell
victim of a gunpoint robbery. In a statement released by Mexico City’s
attorney general his death was a result of robbery gone wrong.
It is unclear whether this was a crime of opportunity, or if the attack was
related to his work. Mexico is known for being hostile towards journalists.

https://www.mexico-news-today.com/murder-another-journalist-mexico-city/
https://www.breitbart.com/texas/2018/01/08/mexico-witnesses-first-murdered-journalist-2018/
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45. José Guadalupe Chan Dzib
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Shot (Cancun, Mexico)
Chan Dzib, a reporter for the news group Semanario Playa News, was shot
by an unknown assailant on the 29th June 2018.
Chan Dzib was at La Baticueva bar at the time of the attack and was
reportedly shot once in the back and neck, and twice in the head before
the assailant fled the scene. Chan Dzib was dead when police arrived at
the scene.
Although the motive for the attack has not been confirmed, a statement
from the state attorney general’s office noted they were considering
possible connections to his work as a motive.
In the weeks before his death, Chan Dzib had published a story on the
execution of a local political leader in Saban, and covered the municipal
election. It is reported he had received threats in the weeks prior to his
death. His death occurred two days before the general election.
Before joining Semanario Playa News, Chan Dzib had been a reporter for
local newspapers Por Esto and Respuesta. His work primarily covered
general news, local politics, and crime and security in Quintana Roo.
He was 43 years old at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/jose-guadalupe-chan-dzib/index.php
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-44670905
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46. Juan Carlos Huerta
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Shot (Villahermosa, Mexico)
Huerta, journalist presenter and radio host, was shot dead by unidentified
attackers on the 15th May 2018 as he drove away from his home in Tabasco
State. Men driving an SUV blocked his car with their vehicle, forcing him to
stop. According to witness statements, Huerta was then shot by at least
four bullets and died at the scene.
The state governor Arturo Nunez believes this was a targeted attack
relating to his work as a journalist, commenting “They apparently went to
execute him,” as there was no sign of robbery or secondary motive.
Huerta owned and founded the radio station Sin Reservas and presented
the news show Notinueve. He covered regional, national and international
politics, and was reporting on Mexico’s presidential and Tabasco
gubernatorial elections that were scheduled for the 1st July.
It has been reported that Huerta received threats leading up to his
assassination but the motive for his death has yet to be confirmed.
In a statement by the state’s attorney general, Fernando Valenzuela
Pernas, it was said local authorities had discarded journalism as a motive.
On the same day the Tabasco state authorities publicly discarded Huerta’s
journalism as a motive, Ricardo Sánchez Pérez del Pozo who heads the
office of the Federal Special Prosecutor for Crimes Committed against
Freedom of Expression (FEADLE) confirmed that his office was continuing
to investigate Huerta’s work as a journalist as a possible motive in his
killing.
Huerta was 47 years old at the time of his death and is survived by his wife
and two children.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/15/mexico-journalist-killed-juan-carlos-huerta-tabasco
https://cpj.org/data/people/juan-carlos-huerta/index.php
https://www.dw.com/en/mexico-journalist-juan-carlos-huerta-executed-by-gunman/a-43800223
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47. Khaled al-Khateb
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Killed by rocket in crossfire (Syria)

Al-Khateb, a freelance reporter for the Russian government funded
broadcaster RT Arabic, was killed on the 30th July 2017 near the village of
Sukhna in Homs province.
It was reported that Al-Khateb had been travelling with a Syrian army
military convoy when the vehicle he was in was struck by a rocket believed
to have been fired by Islamic State militants. In the same incident several
Syrian soldiers were believed to have been killed and an RT cameraman
injured. This has not been confirmed by either RT Arabic or the Syrian
government.
In his career covering the Syrian civil war, Al-Khateb interviewed family
members of victims of the country’s ongoing conflict, as well as refugees
fleeing fighting in Raqqa and elsewhere in Syria.
His last piece for RT Arabic before his death focused on civilian casualties
resulting from the U.S. led coalition's bombing campaign. His report also
covered the aid given by the US to the Syrian/Kurdish forces offensive to
retake Raqqa.
Al-Khateb had previously worked for the Syrian state broadcaster AlIkhbariab. In an email exchange with the Committee to Protect Journalists
(CPJ) RT stated that al-Khateb joined RT Arabic as an on-air reporter at the
end of April 2017, before formally joining RT’s Arabic language news
service in April of 2018.
Al-Khateb was 25 years old at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/khaled-al-khateb/index.php
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48. Luis Pérez García
Country of origin: Mexico
Circumstances: Found dead in his home (Iztapalapa, Mexico)
Pérez, the director of the magazine Encuesta de Hoy, was discovered
dead on the 10th July 2018.
According to the Federation of Associations of Mexican Journalists
(Fapermex), firefighters discovered Pérez’s body in the rubble after
putting out a blaze at his home.
Following initial investigations it was reported that Pérez appeared to
have been beaten and asphyxiated before his home was set alight.
Following his death, Fapermex called for government protection to be
provided for his family.
He was 80 years old at the time of his death.

https://ipi.media/luis-perez-garcia-mexico/
https://mexiconewsdaily.com/news/federal-prosecutors-to-investigate-journalists-killings/
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49. Rajesh Mishra
Country of origin: India
Circumstances: Shot by criminal group (Uttar Pradesh, India)
Mishra, a stringer for the Hindi daily Dainik Jagran, was killed on the 21st
October 2017.
Mishra was outside his brother’s store when he was attacked by unidentified
assailants on a motorbike and shot. Mishra was taken to hospital to receive
treatment but died of his injuries. Mishra’s brother was also shot when he
attempted to intervene, but survived the attack.
In the days following his death, there was speculation as to the motive
behind his killing. Members of his family and those close to them cited
Mishra’s investigative stories on local corruption and crime in Uttar
Pradesh as a likely reason; it is also possible that Mishra’s background with
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a right wing Hindu national
paramilitary group, may have been a factor in his death.
In December, state police arrested four individuals in connection to the
murder. Police have alleged that local gang leader, Raju Yadav, was the key
suspect behind the attack. Indian local and national media reports state that
Yadav was angry about stories written by Mishra that accused him of illegal
sand mining and alcohol trafficking.
In January 2018 those arrested were charged with murder.

https://cpj.org/data/people/rajesh-mishra-1/index.php
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/who-was-rajesh-mishra-how-rss-worker-journalist-was-murdered-in-upsghazipur/901343/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/dainik-jagran-journalist-shot-dead-in-uttarpradesh/article19895581.ece
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50. Ueliton Brizon
Country of origin: Brazil
Circumstances: Shot (Cacoal, Brazil)
Brizon, who owned and worked as the sole reporter for news site
Jornal de Rondonia, was shot dead on the morning of the 16th
January 2018.
The suspect shot at the couple's motorcycle as Brizon drove his
wife to work, causing the wife, who was not hit, to fall off. The
attacker shot Brizon three or four times. Brizon was dead on
arrival at hospital.
The Director-General of UNESCO called for an investigation
following his death but as yet the motive for the attack remains
unconfirmed and no arrests have been made.
Brizon reported on regional news, with a focus on local and state
politics. He was deputy councillor and municipal president of the
party Humanist Solidarity Party.

https://en.unesco.org/news/director-general-denounces-murder-journalists-ueliton-bayer-brizon-and-jefferson-pureza-lopes
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-19200-two-journalists-killed-brazil-span-two-days
https://cpj.org/data/people/ueliton-bayer-brizon/index.php
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51. Yaser Murtaja
Country of origin: Palestine
Circumstances: Killed in protest by military officials (Gaza)
Murtaja, photojournalist and cameraman for Ain Media, was killed on the 6th
April 2018 in Khan Yunis, Gaza.
Murtaja was injured whilst covering the Great March of Return, a series of
mass protests by Palestinians. He was hit by a live round while covering the
protests and sustained a wound to the abdomen, it is believed the shot was
fired by an Israeli soldier. Murtaja was transferred to hospital for surgery but
died the following day from his injuries. Nine others were killed over the
course of the same day.
A huge amount of controversy surrounds the events leading up to his death.
At the time of the incident, pictures posted to social media by local
journalists and witness testimony clearly show Murtaja wearing a bulletproof
jacket and helmet marked with the word “press.”
In response to intense media scrutiny surrounding his death, the Israeli
government later claimed that in spite of his press credentials Murtaja had
worked for Hamas since 2011. The Israeli spokesman also cited Murtaja
flying a drone near the Israel border as the reason why he was fired upon.
Israeli Defence Minister Avigdor Lieberman commented, "Whoever operates
drones above IDF soldiers needs to understand that he is endangering
himself," and "We have seen dozens of cases of Hamas activists disguised as
medics and journalists." Murtaja’s family and colleagues strongly deny this
charge.
A report released by Human Rights Watch on the 3rd April 2018 stated that
Israeli soldiers had orders from senior Israeli officials to use live ammunition
against Palestinian protesters even if protesters did not pose a threat to the
soldiers or civilians.
Murtaja helped found Ain Media in 2012 and previously produced video and
documentaries for Arabic outlets, including the Qatari broadcaster Al-Jazeera
Arabic, the London-based Al-Araby TV as well as international organizations,
including UNICEF. His work focused mainly on human rights and politics in
Gaza and the region.
Murtaja was 31 years old at the time of his death and is survived by his wife
a young son.

https://cpj.org/data/people/yaser-murtaja/index.php
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/07/hundreds-funeral-palestinian-journalist-gaza
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The following individuals were killed in crossfire or while working on dangerous assignment
52. Abdul Rahman Ismael Yassin
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Airstrike (Syria)
Yassin, a reporter for the pro-opposition Hammouriyeh Media Office, was
killed on the 20th February 2018.
Yassin was reporting on the effects of Syrian government airstrikes in
eastern Ghouta, a suburb of the capital Damascus. His death is believed
to have been the result of a barrel bomb, dropped on the rebel-held
district by a Syrian government aircraft.
He was hit by shrapnel but due to ensuing shelling and heavy fire, Yassin
was unable to be immediately evacuated from Ghouta. He was eventually
taken to the hospital in Hammouriyeh but was unable to be revived by
doctors. He died as a result of his injuries.
His death in February was condemned by Audrey Azoulay, the Director
General of UNESCO.
In a statement the Syrian Journalists' Association warned at least 75
journalists in eastern Ghouta were currently at risk due to the Syrian
military’s escalating campaign and indiscriminate attacks on the suburb.
Reporting since 2011, Yassin’s work focused predominately on
documenting the Syrian civil war’s effects on his hometown of
Hammouriyeh.

https://cpj.org/2018/02/syrian-journalist-killed-in-airstrike-in-eastern-g.php
https://ipi.media/abdul-rahman-ismael-yassin-syria/
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53. Abdullah al-Qadry
Country of origin: Yemen
Circumstances: Missile attack (Yemen)
Al-Qadry, photographer and camera operator for Belqees TV, died on the
13th April 2018 as a result of injuries sustained while covering clashes
between government forces and the Ansar Allah movement (commonly
referred to as the Houthis) in Bayda, Yemen.
Whilst travelling to the town of Qaniyah with three other journalists to
interview elements of the Yemeni army, Al-Qadry was caught in a crossfire
between government troops and Houthis rebels. In the ensuing firefight AlQadry’s vehicle was struck by a missile, allegedly fired by the Houthis.
In testimonies by eyewitnesses it was reported Al-Qadry suffered serious
shrapnel wounds to the neck and was unable to be recovered by ambulances
or other vehicles on the scene due to sniper fire. Al-Qadry succumbed to his
injuries at the scene - his body was recovered after the firefight.
The other journalists accompanying Al-Qadry, Khalil al-Taweel, Thiab Shatir
and Walid al-Jaouri, survived the missile attack and were later evacuated to
hospital.
Al-Taweel told CPJ, "[we] tried to hide in a ditch to protect ourselves. We
tried to flee, but we were shot at. We stayed there for 10 minutes. Abdullah
was bleeding and there was no medical assistance. Any cars that tried to
come closer to us and help were also shot at by Houthi snipers."
It was reported that al-Qadry had not been wearing his Kevlar protective
jacket and helmet at the time of the attack. It is uncertain however to what
extent this would have shielded him from the blast.
In a joint statement from Belqees TV and Yemen Shabab they stated their
belief that Houthi forces deliberately targeted the journalists. Both stations
support the Yemeni government, which is recognised internationally and is
supported militarily by the Saudi-led coalition.
Al-Qadry has worked for Belqees TV and Agence France-Presse covering the
conflict for three years before his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/abdullah-al-qadry/index.php
https://en.unesco.org/news/director-general-condemns-killing-journalist-abdullah-al-qadry-yemen
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54. Ali Nur Siad
Country of origin: Somalia
Circumstances: Truck bomb (Mogadishu, Somalia)
Siad, a freelance camera operator, died on the 14th October 2017 following
injuries sustained from blast debris during a suicide bomb attack.
Siad was working on assignment with Voice of America reporter Adulkadir
Mohamed Abdulle at the time of the attack. Following an interview with Somali
Justice Minister Hassan Hussein Haji earlier that day, Siad and Abdulle had
travelled to an office at the Somali Red Crescent Society building to process the
footage.
Siad was inside the building when a suicide bomber, believe to be affiliated with
the Islamist militant group Al-Shabaab, detonated a truck bomb at a busy
intersection in the centre of Somalia’s capital Mogadishu. No one has claimed
responsibility for the car bombing.
Siad was one of over 358 people to die in the blast, which was one of the most
devastating attacks in the country’s history. Adulkadir had gone to retrieve
items from his car at the time of the explosion and sustained serious injuries.
The National Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ) reported that multiple other
journalists were injured in the blast that killed Siad, including Abdulkadir
Mohamed Abdulle of Voice of America, Mohamed Omar Bakay of Goobjoog
Radio and Abdullahi Osman of Mandeeq Radio.
Siad had been working as a freelance cameraman since 2004. He was 31 years
old at the time of his death and is survived by his wife and their three children.

https://cpj.org/data/people/ali-nur-siad/
https://ipi.media/ali-nur-siad-ahmed-somalia/
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55. Bashar al-Attar
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Airstrike (Syria)
Al-Attar, a photographer for the pro-opposition Arbin Unified Media
Office, was killed in an airstrike on the 12th March 2018 in Ghouta, Syria.
Al-Attar was hit by shrapnel while he assisted civilians wounded in an
earlier airstrike he had been covering. He sustained serious injuries and
was transferred to hospital but succumbed to his injuries.
Al-Attar had worked for the independent media company for a year
documenting the impact of the airstrikes, led by pro-Assad forces with
support from Russia.

https://cpj.org/2018/03/airstrike-kills-syrian-photographer-in-eastern-gho.php
https://ipi.media/bashar-al-attar-syria/

COURAGE IN JOURNALISM AWARD
NOMINEES FOR 2018
56. Dilshan Ibash
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Suicide car bomb (Syria)
Ibash, journalist for Hawar News Agency, died following injuries
sustained on the 12th October 2017 while covering civilian displacement
caused by the war against Islamic State.
Ibash sustained fatal injuries when militants carried out a suicide car
bomb attack in the eastern Syrian village of Abu Fas. The vehicle
deliberately targeted a group of civilians.
Ibash was killed alongside fellow journalist Hawker Faisal Mohammed,
their colleague Rizgar Deniz also sustained serious injuries. According to
reports the blast killed 15 others and wounded 100 more.
Ibash joined Hawar News Agency in 2015 after working for several years
as a war correspondent for the radio station Voice of Kobane. Hawar
News Agency as an organisation is affiliated with the Syrian Democratic
Forces, a predominantly Kurdish militia force operating in northern and
eastern Syria and is supported by the US led coalition.
In a statement, Sherif Mansour, the Committee to Protect Journalists
Middle East and North Africa Coordinator, said “The deaths of Dilshan
Ibash and Hawker Faisal Mohammed are a tragic reminder of the risks
journalists continue to face when reporting on the Syrian conflict”.
Syria remains one of the most dangerous countries in the world for
journalists to operate, with 111 killed since the start of the Syrian civil
war in 2011.
See also: Hawker Faisal Mohammed (#58)
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57. Harb Hazza al-Duleimi
Country of origin: Iraq
Circumstances: Shot by IS sniper (Imam Gharbi, Iraq)
Al-Duleimi, a reporter for broadcaster Hona Salaheddin, was killed
alongside his colleague Sudad Faris by a IS sniper on the July 7th 2017 in
Iraq. They were covering an Iraqi military operation to retake the village
of Imam Gharbi near Mosul.
Faris and Al-Duleimi were trapped in a building alongside Samarra TV
reporter Mustafa al-Wahadi and Iraqi security forces when fighters from
the Islamic State group launched a counteroffensive to retake the
village.
Salaheddin TV published a special report on its YouTube channel that
said the bodies of al-Duleimi and Faris had not been recovered because
of Islamic State attacks in the village. For several days, the channel
posted videos of the journalists’ colleagues and family members calling
on military and government officials for help in recovering the bodies.
On July 20, military officials said that they had found the bodies of the
journalists, according to news reports. On the same day, Salaheddin TV
posted a video to its Facebook page showing the journalists’ remains
arriving in Tikrit, wrapped in the Iraqi flag in preparation for their burial.
See also: Sudad Faris (#70)

https://monitor.civicus.org/newsfeed/2017/07/13/6-journalists-killed-many-injured-iraq/
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58. Hawker Faisal Mohammed
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstance: Suicide car bomb attack (Syria)
Mohammed, reporter for Hawar News Agency, died following injuries
sustained on the 12th October 2017 while covering civilian displacement
caused by the war against Islamic State.
Mohammed sustained fatal injuries when militants carried out a suicide car
bomb attack in the eastern Syrian village of Abu Fas. He died the next day at
a hospital in the city of Qamishli from severe head injuries sustained during
the blasts. Mohammed was killed alongside fellow journalist Dilshan Ibash,
their colleague Rizgar Deniz also sustained serious injuries.
The vehicle deliberately targeted a group of civilians. According to reports the
blast killed 15 others and wounded 100 more.
Mohammed had been working for the agency for two months at the time of
his death, and covered clashes between the Syrian Democratic Forces and IS
in Deir Ezzor. Hawar News Agency as an organisation is affiliated with the
Syrian Democratic Forces, a predominantly Kurdish militia force operating in
northern and eastern Syria and is supported by the US led coalition.
In a statement, Sherif Mansour, the Committee to Protect Journalists
Middle East and North Africa Coordinator, said “The deaths of Dilshan Ibash
and Hawker Faisal Mohammed are a tragic reminder of the risks journalists
continue to face when reporting on the Syrian conflict”.
Syria remains one of the most dangerous countries in the world for journalists
to operate, with 111 killed since the start of the Syrian civil war in 2011.
See also: Dilshan Ibash (#56)
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59. Hussain Nazari
Country of origin: Afghanistan
Circumstances: Suicide bomb attack (Kabul, Afghanistan)
Hussain Nazari was a cameraman for Rah-e-Farda Radio and Television in
Afghanistan.
He was mortally wounded on the 16th of November when Islamic State
militants carried out a suicide attack outside the Qasr-E-Naween Hotel in
Kabul, where a meeting of governors was taking place. He died in hospital
the following day.
The attack killed nineteen people, including eight policemen. A child was
amongst the 11 civilians killed. The attack left scores injured, including
Nazari’s colleague Taqi Sadid.

https://www.ifex.org/afghanistan/2017/11/21/tv-cameraman-killed/
https://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/tv-employee-succumbs-injuries-following-deadly-attack
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60. Kamel abu al-Walid
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Killed by a landmine (Afrin, Syria)

Al-Walid was a photographer for Jarabulus Media Office killed in Syria on the
19th March 2018 by a landmine.
He was covering the Turkish-backed Free Syrian Army’s takeover of the
northern city of Afrin.
Al-Walid had worked as a photographer for Jarabulus Media since August
2016. The journalist primarily covered the humanitarian effects of the war
on northern Syria.
Prior to working as a photojournalist, al-Walid was reportedly a member of
the Free Syrian Army.

https://cpj.org/data/people/kamel-abu-al-walid/index.php
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61. Karam Kabishou
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Killed in shelling (Idlib, Syria)

Kabishou, a cameraman for Sama TV, was killed in shelling on the 29th
December 2017 in Syria. The Syrian Arab Army were in conflict with the
opposition Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (Al-Nusra Front).
Kabishou was filming three soldiers from the pro-Assad Syrian Army
walking toward the journalist when a shell exploded near him, according
to a video posted by Sama TV on YouTube on the 30th December.
Kabishou was wearing protective head gear at the time, but shrapnel hit
his head and killed him, according to a voiceover in the video. The video
includes footage that Kabishou shot in the lead up to his death, as he
covered the troops’ advances in south western Idlib.

https://cpj.org/data/people/karam-kabishou/index.php
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62. Louay Sadiq Meshaal
Country of origin: Iraq
Circumstances: Car bomb attack, in crossfire (Kirkuk, Iraq)

Iraqi cameraman and war photographer Meshaal died in a car bomb attack
in Iraq's central Kirkuk province while he was embedded with a local
fighting unit, according to Sadiq's employer al-Nujaba TV, which is affiliated
with the Iranian-backed militia Harakat al-Nujaba.
At the time of the explosion, Sadiq was with the Iraqi state-sponsored 12th
Brigade of the Popular Mobilization Units, which consists mainly of Shiite
militias, in the village of Salman in Kirkuk's Makhoul mountain range.
According to al-Nujaba TV and the local press freedom group Press
Freedom Advocacy Association in Iraq, Sadiq was covering military
operations to retake Salman's al-Hawija district from the militant group
Islamic State group.
Sadiq's friend and war correspondent for Harakat al-Nujaba, Muntazir alShara, was with Sadiq at the time of his death and posted an account of the
car bomb blast on his Facebook feed along with a picture the two had
taken moments before the explosion.
Al-Shara wrote on Facebook that he met up with Sadiq in Salman with the
intent of replacing his colleague on the frontlines. According to al-Shara's
post, the car bomb explosion occurred when Sadiq went to retrieve a
camera from Al-Shara and re-join the advancing troops and Sadiq died from
shrapnel wounds not far from the scene of the explosion.
Sadiq had worked as a cameraman and war photographer since 2014, and
covered clashes in the Iraqi cities of Baghdad, Samarra, Tikrit, Beiji and
Mosul. According to the employee, Sadiq also covered clashes between the
Harakat al-Nujaba militia group and the Islamic State group in the Syrian
cities of Aleppo, Tel Al-Aish, and Khanazir.

https://newssafety.org/news/newsletter-signup/detail/iraqi-cameraman-and-war-photographer-louay-sadiq-meshaal-died-ina-car-bomb-attack-1943/
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63. Maria Efigenia Vasquez Astudillo
Country of origin: Colombia
Circumstances: Shot in protest, in crossfire (Cauca, Colombia)
Radio reporter Vásquez was shot on the 8th October 2017 while reporting
on clashes between indigenous community members and riot police in
the department of Cauca in south western Colombia, according to news
reports.
Vásquez who worked at an indigenous community radio station Renacer
Kokonuko 90.7 FM, was taken to a hospital in Popayán, the capital of
Cauca, where she died a few hours later from injuries. According to the
official forensics report, it is unclear what kind of object was shot at,
injured, and killed Vásquez, nor which side was to blame.
Vásquez was participating in and reporting on a protest organised by
members of the Kokonuko indigenous community against the presence
of a private company on land they view as ancestral territory, according
to news reports. The community members set up a roadblock where
they were met by riot police. About 40 indigenous civilians were injured
in the clashes.
Vásquez began attending media training in 2003, at age 17, according to
a statement released by the Cauca Regional Indigenous Council. She
contributed to the Renacer Kokonuko news program "Amanecer
Indigena" and "Minga," a cultural program, and was acting coordinator
of a regional communications program in 2014.
Family members said she alternated her work at the radio station with
farming strawberries, and had taken breaks from the station over the
past two years to focus on supporting her three children.
Vásquez was 31 years old at the time of her death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/maria-efigenia-vasquez-astudillo/index.php
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64. Mohammad al-Qadasi
Country of origin: Yemen
Circumstances: Missile blast (Khayami, Yemen)
Al-Qadasi was killed on the 22nd January 2018 by a missile allegedly fired
by the Ansar Allah movement, commonly known as the Houthis, while
on assignment for Belqees TV in Yemen's Taiz Governorate.
According to the channel’s director general, Al-Qadasi was
photographing a special forces graduation ceremony at approximately
11:00am near the village of Khayami when he went to investigate a
nearby missile strike reportedly fired by the Houthis.
Al-Qadasi's colleague, Fawaz al-Hamadi, reported on Belqees TV that he
and al-Qadasi heard the blast from the first missile strikes and went to
investigate the scene.
While en route on their motorcycles, a missile landed next to al-Qadasi
and shrapnel from the explosion hit him in the head and chest, according
to al-Hamadi. Al-Hamadi said he rushed al-Qadasi to the nearby Khalifa
Hospital where the photographer died.
He was the first journalist in 2018 to be killed in Yemen.
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65. Mustafa Salamah
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Shell injury (Syria)
Salamah, who worked for the pro-Bashar al-Assad government satellite
channel Sana TV, died on the 16th July 16 2018 after being injured covering
clashes between the Syrian army and rebel groups in Quneitra province.
Sana TV reported that Salamah was with co-workers on a hill overlooking the
village of Mashara to cover the Syrian army's attempt to retake the area.
According to Sana TV and the regional news website The New Arab, a shell
landed nearby, critically injuring Salamah. The Quneitra province governor,
Hamam Dibiyat, told Sana TV in a phone interview that Salamah died two
hours after being injured.
The New Arab reported that Salamah was killed during fighting between
Syrian government forces and the Free Syrian Army (FSA), an umbrella
grouping of disparate factions opposed to Assad, but the news website did
not state that an FSA shell injured Salamah.
The Revolutionary Forces of Syria media office, a pro-FSA news website, said
in an article that Salamah was killed by a shell fired by "Syrian opposition
factions," but did not specify which group was responsible.
Salamah worked for Sana TV for at least two years prior to his death,
reporting mainly on the Syrian government forces and their allies' military
offensives against rebels in Quneitra Governorate, as well as the government
and their allies' offensive in the Eastern Ghouta region near Damascus.
In addition to his war reporting, Salamah also covered topics such as local
elections in Quneitra and living conditions in Eastern Ghouta after the region
was retaken by Syrian government forces.
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66. Obeida abu Omar
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Airstrike crossfire (Syria)
Omar, a reporter for the pro-opposition Damaski Media Agency, was
killed in an airstrike on the 21st March 2018 in the rebel-held eastern
Ghouta area of Syria, outside of Damascus, according to the Syrian
Journalists Association, his employer, and news reports.
Omar was covering Russian airstrikes from his home in the town of Ein
Tirma when a missile hit the house, according to Yousef al-Boustani, the
Damaski Media Agency director. The journalist died at the scene and
several civilians who were also in the house were injured.
Omar’s work documented the humanitarian effects of Russian and other
pro-President Bashar al-Assad forces’ siege on eastern Ghouta. The
journalist’s employer also said that he worked as the information office
director for the local search and rescue group, Syrian Civil Defence.
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67. Omar Ezzi Mohammad
Country of origin: Yemen
Circumstances: Killed in crossfire (Yemen)
Mohammad worked as a radio engineer for the Ansar Allahcontrolled Al-Maraweah Radio Broadcasting Centre. He was killed during
a Saudi-led coalition airstrike that hit the station – two security guards
and a member of the public were also killed.
According to Reuters and the Qatari outlet Al-Arabi al-Jadeed, a coalition
airstrike targeted the radio station, with Al-Arabi al-Jadeed citing the
Ansar Allah movement.
The airstrike was part of the Saudi-led coalition’s targeting of Houthi
forces in and around the Red Sea port city of Hodeida, which as of
October 2018 was under Houthi control.
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68. Osama Nasr al-Zoabi
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Explosive device crossfire (Syria)
Al-Zoabi, director and correspondent for the Syrian Media Organization
(SMO) office in Daraa, was killed on the 21st August 2017 in a roadside
bombing in the south western province of Daraa when the car he was
driving hit an improvised explosive device.
According to reports, Al-Zoabi was on his way to report on the
humanitarian effects of a Syrian government bombing campaign that
took place in the Daraa region in June.
In a statement on Twitter, the SMO reported that al-Zoabi's brother
and a nephew were also killed in the explosion.
The news organisation is affiliated with the Western-approved
Southern Front rebel group.
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69. Qais al-Jazar (known professionally as Qais al-Qadhi)
Country of origin: Syria
Circumstances: Shelling attack, in crossfire (Syria)
Al-Qadhi, reporter for Al-Jisr TV and director of their Damascus office,
was killed during a shelling attack in the eastern suburbs of Damascus on
the 29th October 2017.
According to reports, Al-Qadhi was on a farm in the town of Homouria in
eastern Damascus reporting on shelling by Syrian forces in the area when
an artillery shell landed on the farm. His office also reported that Al-Jisr
cameraman Omar al-Dimashqi, who was reporting with al-Qadhi,
suffered a foot injury in the same attack.
Eight civilians also died in the attack and many more were injured,
according to the same al-Jisr report, which was presented by the
channel's correspondent Mohammad al-Rifai. The Committee to Protect
Journalists was unable to determine if the journalist was among the
number of dead.
In a report by AFP, a photo of al-Qadhi's bloodied body shows him
wearing a clearly visible press card. In the same al-Jisr report, al-Rifai said
that the Syrian military had previously targeted the channel's Damascus
office, as well as its correspondents working in the eastern Damascus
suburbs. No specific examples were given.
Al-Qadhi had been director of Al-Jisr's Damascus office since it opened
two years earlier. He was 23 at the time of his death.

https://cpj.org/data/people/qais-al-jazar-qais-al-qadhi/index.php
https://syrianwardaily.com/2017/10/29/syrian-war-daily-29th-of-october-2017/
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70. Sudad Faris
Country of origin: Iraq
Circumstances: Shot by IS sniper, in crossfire (Imam Gharbi, Iraq)
Sudad Faris, a cameraman for Salaheddin TV, was shot by a sniper from
the Islamic State group on the 7th July 2017 as he covered an Iraqi
military operation to retake the village of Imam Gharbi from the
militants.
Faris was trapped in a building alongside Iraqi security forces and
several other reporters when fighters from the Islamic State group
launched a counteroffensive to retake the village of Imam Gharbi, south
of Mosul, a spokesman for Salaheddin TV told the Committee to Protect
Journalists. Faris was hit immediately, he said. Harb Hazza al-Duleimi, a
reporter for the broadcaster Hona Salaheddin, was killed in the same
attack.
Salaheddin TV published a special report on its YouTube channel that
said the bodies of al-Duleimi and Faris had not been recovered because
of Islamic State attacks in the village. For several days, the channel
posted videos of the journalists’ colleagues and family members calling
on military and government officials for help in recovering the bodies.
On July 20, military officials said that they had found the bodies of the
journalists, according to news reports. On the same day, Salaheddin TV
posted a video to its Facebook page showing the journalists’ remains
arriving in Tikrit, wrapped in the Iraqi flag in preparation for their burial.
Faris worked for Salaheddin TV for more than a year, the spokesman
said. The journalist covered a range of news and features, from literary
events at universities to interviews with survivors of militant attacks in
Tikrit.
See also: Harb Hazza al-Duleimi (#57)
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